
 

 

Notice to Candidates 
 

On April 29, 2022, Governor Reynolds notified the State Judicial Nominating 

Commission of a vacancy on the Iowa Supreme Court that will arise on the retirement 

of Justice Brent Appel on July 13, 2022. 

To be considered for balloting, a candidate for nomination to the Supreme Court 

must email to the Commission and all Commissioners a single PDF version of the 

completed Joint Judicial Application that includes all attachments thereto, a single PDF 

version of the Judicial Background Application that includes all attachments thereto, 

and a single PDF version of any writing samples, which must be received by the 

Commission and the Commissioners by 11:59 P.M. on Friday, June 17, 2022.  The 

candidates shall email copies to the Commission at the following email address: 

sjnc@iowa.gov.  The candidates shall email each Commissioner copies to the 

Commissioner’s email address as it appears on this notice.  

The Joint Judicial Application and the Joint Judicial Background Information 

forms are available on the State Judicial Nominating Commission website found at 

https://www.iowajnc.gov/state-commission. 

Candidates are given notice that the Commission will treat the Joint Judicial 

Application part of the Application a public record.  The Joint Judicial Application will 

be posted on the judicial branch website and on the SJNC website at the time the names 

of all candidates are released for public comment.     

Members of the public are encouraged to email the Commissioners at the email 

addresses for the Commissioners listed below in this notice, asking the Commission to 

consider an applicant for nomination and expressing views of such candidate.  Please 

note that comments provided to the Commissioners may be subject to disclosure 

pursuant to Iowa’s Open Records Laws.  To be considered, communications from the 

public must be received by the Commissioners by 11:59 P.M. on June 23, 2022. The 

Commissioners look favorably on emailed, rather than mailed communications. 

 The Commission has set aside June 27-28, 2022, to publicly interview the 

candidates.  Balloting to select a slate of three nominees will take place immediately 

following the public interviews.  The interviews will be held in the Supreme Court 

courtroom and will be open to the public.  The interviews will also be streamed live on 

the Internet.    



 

 

The State and District Judicial Nominating Commissions Uniform Rules of 

Procedure adopted by the State Judicial Nominating Commission and dated October 31, 

2019 are available at https://www.iowajnc.gov/state-commission.   

The names and email addresses of the Commission members, Chairperson, and 

Secretary are: 

Chairperson 
Kathleen Law 
515-283-3116 

kklaw@nyemaster.com 
 

Secretary 
Janece Valentine 

515.955.5544 
jvalentine@valentinelaw.net 

 
 

COMMISSIONERS  
  

Bill Anderson 
712-898-2505 

wra1977@yahoo.com 
 
Henry Bevel 

319-232-6555 
bevel@s-c-law.com 
 

Jen Chase 
319-234-2638 

jchase@ballkirkholm.com 
 
Gwen Ecklund 

712-269-2250 
gwenecklund@gmail.com 

 
John Gray 
712-255-8838 

john.gray@heidmanlaw.com 
 
Dustin Graber 

515-979-7178 
Dustin.graber7@gmail.com 

 
Cheryl Hanson   
563.379.0880 

djcjhanson@yahoo.com 
 

mailto:gwenecklund@gmail.com
mailto:Dustin.graber7@gmail.com
mailto:djcjhanson@yahoo.com


 

 

Dan Huitink 
641-629-6630 

huitinksjnc@gmail.com 
 

Jeremy Kidd 
515-271-2068 
Jeremy.kidd@drake.edu 

 
Kathleen Law 
515-283-3116 

kklaw@nyemaster.com 
 

Derek Muller 
319-335-1935 
Derek.muller@gmail.com 

 
Dorothy O’Brien 

563-355-6060 
Cell: 563 340 5678 
dao@emprights.com 

 
Alfredo Parrish 
515.284.5737 

aparrish@parrishlaw.com 
 

Kathy Pearson 
(c) 319-350-4604 
kpearson@kaas-emp.com 

 
Leon Spies  
319-337-4193 

Spies@Spaflegal.com 
 

Kristina Stanger  
515-283-8009 
kmstanger@nyemaster.com 

 
Janece M. Valentine  

515-955-5544 
Jvalentine@Valentinelaw.net 
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